It is these two paths of choice freely open for
each individual that have been hinted at here by
Lord Death when he says, "one is good while another
is pleasant". That which is 'good' need not neces-
sarily be always pleasant, although there are pursuits
which are 'good5 and are at once 'pleasant' also.
That spiritual hero, who consistently sticks to
the Path of Good, unmindful of the unpleasantness
and material privations, he, who has to suffer in course
of his higher pursuits, is the one who reaches the True
End, the enduring state of joy.
The statement, "both these chain a man" is very-
significant from the highest standpoint of the Supreme
GoaL The Path of Pleasant abducts the pursuer often
into the dangerous jungles of crimes and sins thereby
insuring him for a long lease of painful existence as
conscious beings born in the lower wombs (yonis).
That is, by the pursuit of the pleasant we are pulling
ourselves down and scheming to remain in the lower
scales of evolution; sins and criminalities are block-
ades over which we tumble to fall back into the
lower rungs on the ladder of evolution. In this
context sin is but an act which makes us miss our aim
in life.
Similarly, too, a conscious following of the Path
of Good, with a desire to enjoy the fruits thereof,
would be demanding for ourselves a transfer into the
softer Planes of Consciousness, the Worlds of the
Gods, wherein such people will have to take embodi-
ments to live through the fruits of their meritorious